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A Greeting to all members of Tachikawa Lions Club

Good evening every body.
I’ m Sivan Cohen, 18years old came from Israel as Youth Exchange Student.
First of all
I’ d like to say thank you for your warm welcome invited me to the second meeting of Tachikawa lions
club, tonight. I’ v heard from my papa in my host family that the second meeting has been changed
for me from 27th to 28th because of our Nikko sight-seeing.
I’ d like to say thank you again and 1 would also like to thank my wonderful host family, Mr. + Mrs.
Nagai for their kindness and for making my stay in Japan truly unforgettable.
My host father tells me that some people have asked him question about my country, Israel.
So I would like to tell you a few things about Israel.
Israel was founded in 1948 after WW2. The spoken language is Hebrew
but Arabic is also a national language and we study it as a second language at school , as well with
English.
Israel is a very small country, it takes about 7 hours by car and 6 minutes by plane to cross the
country. The population is 6 million.
Israel is a Jewish country surrounded by Arabic countries, and has
borders with Lebanon and Syria in the north, Egypt in the south and
Jordan in the east.
We have peace with Egypt and Jordan but Lebanon and Syria are our
enemies. Because of our geographic location we have a big army that is
consider one of the best in the world. This is why at the age of 18 all
Jewish citizens go to the army, girls for 2 years and boys for 3. After
serving, only the boys should have to serve a month in a year until the
age of 50.
People think that Israel is a war zone, but in fact, Israel is very safe.
Only dangerous place is the very north of Israel at the boarders with
our enemies, and the city that is near the boarder isn’ t safe.
Visitors that come to Israel are really surprised to see that children
play outside until 8 or 9 0’ clock in the evening and teenagers and adults
go out movies, restaurants, pubs and discos until 5 0’ clock in the
morning.
There are many places that are holy to Christians, Jews and Moslem
in Israel,and many tourist come to visit those places.
I would like to invite you all to Israel and 1 will be glad to show all of
you around the country.
Finally
I had a wonderful time with you all tonight. 1 hope this Youth Exchange
will continue forever and 1 would like to make “ a beautiful rainbow -bridge” between two countries,
Israel and Japan.
Thank you very much.
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